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Mueller report re-ignites political warfare in
Washington
By Patrick Martin
19 April 2019
The release Thursday morning of the report of Justice
Department Special Counsel Robert Mueller has become the
occasion for a full-scale resumption of the political warfare
in Washington between two equally right-wing factions—the
Trump administration, with its fascistic base of support, and
the Democratic Party, aligned with dominant sections of the
US military-intelligence apparatus.
Within minutes of the issuance of the slightly redacted
document, congressional Democrats were claiming
confirmation of their charges of Trump’s collaboration with
Russia, while the White House and Fox News were hailing
the president’s complete vindication. Both sides found
ammunition for their claims in the 448-page report.
Mueller’s nearly two-year-long investigation focused on
alleged Russian interference in the 2016 presidential
election, possible collusion with Russia by the Trump
campaign, and Trump’s subsequent efforts to block and shut
down the investigation. The Mueller report is divided into
two books—one on the claims of Russian intervention, the
other on possible charges of obstruction of justice.
The Mueller report accepts as good coin the assertion by
US intelligence agencies that Russian hackers stole
documents from the Democratic Party and delivered them to
WikiLeaks, which published them in July and October of
2016. These documents demonstrated that the Democratic
National Committee sought to rig the primary campaign for
Clinton against her main challenger, Bernie Sanders, and
revealed the text of speeches Clinton delivered behind
closed doors to Wall Street audiences, assuring the bankers
that a Clinton administration would serve their interests.
Far from representing illicit intervention by Moscow, the
WikiLeaks revelations were a rare injection of truth into an
election campaign dominated by the endless lies of both
sides, each claiming to represent the interests of American
working people when both parties, the Democrats as much
as the Republicans, represent big business and the financial
aristocracy.
The revelations about Clinton had considerable impact,
but they hardly decided the outcome of the election, in

which Clinton demonstratively refused to make any appeal
to the working class, relying instead on her support from the
national security establishment.
As for the social media campaign, the other supposed
component of Russian election interference, it was trivial in
its impact. By one calculation, Russian entities spent
$75,000 on Facebook ads, emails and texts, a drop in the
bucket for an election campaign in which the Democrats,
Republicans and billionaires backing one side or the other
spent close to $5 billion.
The report’s categorical declaration that the Russian
intelligence agencies were the source of the leaked emails
published by WikiLeaks—a claim that cannot be verified by
any publicly-available evidence—will set the stage for an
escalation of the bipartisan efforts to criminalize WikiLeaks,
jail its publisher Julian Assange, and drastically crack down
on the freedom of expression on the internet.
After reviewing in detail the incidental contacts between
Trump campaign aides and Russians, both government
officials and private citizens, the Mueller report concludes
that no Trump aides worked on behalf of the Russian
government and that there was no conspiracy between the
Trump campaign and Russia to collaborate against Clinton
(Mueller rejected the word “collusion” as legally
meaningless).
This finding refutes the core of the anti-Russia campaign
waged by the Democrats and their media allies for the past
two years—three years if one includes the claims of Russian
support for Trump by Clinton’s own campaign. In the most
fevered version, Trump is an agent of Vladimir Putin in the
White House.
Commenting on the report, journalist Glenn Greenwald
noted, “The result of all of that was that not a single
American—whether with the Trump campaign or
otherwise—was charged or indicted on the core question of
whether there was any conspiracy or coordination with
Russia over the election. No Americans were charged or
even accused of being controlled by or working at the behest
of the Russian government…
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“These facts are fatal to the conspiracy theorists who have
drowned U.S. discourse for almost three years with a
dangerous and distracting fixation on a fictitious espionage
thriller involved unhinged claims of sexual and financial
blackmail, nefarious infiltration of the U.S. Government by
familiar foreign villains, and election cheating that
empowered an illegitimate President.”
Since Trump entered the White House, the Democrats
have chosen to focus their opposition to Trump on the
claims of a Russian connection, not his attacks on
immigrants, open appeals to fascists, or tax cuts for the
wealthy.
Rather than mobilize popular opposition to this ultra-right
government, the Democrats have resorted to the methods of
a palace coup, aligning themselves with the faction of the
national-security apparatus that sought to continue the
aggressive anti-Russian policy in Syria, Ukraine, Eastern
Europe and Central Asia, adopted during the second term of
the Obama administration.
The second volume of the Mueller report details a series of
10 episodes, each of which could constitute an instance of
obstruction of justice, ranging from Trump’s efforts to
obtain leniency for his former national security adviser
Michael Flynn, to his firing of FBI Director James Comey,
his attempts to fire Mueller himself, and his dangling
pardons in front of witnesses ranging from former campaign
chairman Paul Manafort to Michael Cohen, former attorney
and “fixer” for the Trump Organization.
Mueller rejects the authoritarian argument of Trump’s
legal counsel that the president cannot be charged with
obstruction of justice because, as head of the executive
branch, he is in charge of all its activities, including
decisions to investigate and prosecute crimes. This is an
updated version of the doctrine of Richard Nixon that “if the
president does it, it must be legal,” which was ultimately
exploded in Watergate.
On each of the 10 episodes, Mueller gives lengthy details,
then makes a three-part analysis: was there an overt act of
obstruction, was this connected to an ongoing investigation,
and was the president’s intent to obstruct? In nearly every
instance, he answers all three questions in the affirmative.
The conclusion of this section, however, is that Trump is
neither exonerated nor indicted, a finding trumpeted by
Attorney General William Barr last month in a four-page
letter to Congress announcing the completion of the
investigation.
According to the Mueller report, however, the failure to
indict is not the result of lack of evidence, as Barr suggested.
In a key section, at the beginning of the second volume,
Mueller explains that his investigation was bound by a
ruling of the Office of Legal Counsel, another part of the

Department of Justice, that a sitting president cannot be
indicted on criminal charges.
The only constitutional remedy for criminal conduct in the
White House is congressional action, he writes: “The
conclusion that Congress may apply the obstruction laws to
the President’s corrupt exercise of the powers of office
accords with our constitutional system of checks and
balances and the principle that no person is above the law.”
In other words, the only available recourse is
impeachment.
This portion of the report paints a picture of a White
House under siege from the campaign being waged by
sections of the military-intelligence apparatus, backed by the
Democratic Party and the media, using the bogus Russia
allegations to provoke Trump into engaging in brazen
interference in the Russia investigation, while key White
House aides and advisers try to hold him back.
Mueller writes: “The President’s efforts to influence the
investigation were mostly unsuccessful, but that is largely
because the persons who surrounded the President declined
to carry out orders or acceded to his requests.”
The response of the Democrats to the Mueller report was
to redouble the claims of Russian interference, while at the
same time highlighting the charges of obstruction of justice.
Representative Jerrold Nadler, chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, which would handle any impeachment
proceeding, said that there would be hearings on the report
immediately, beginning with the summoning of Mueller to
testify about the evident conflict between his assessment of
the case against Trump and that delivered by Barr in his
letter to Congress, where he emphasized that Trump had
been cleared on all counts.
Most leading congressional Democrats were hedging their
bets on impeachment however, citing the likelihood that the
Republican-controlled Senate would refuse to convict
Trump and remove him from office. Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and Adam Schiff, chairman
of the House Intelligence Committee and the leading
advocate of the anti-Russia campaign, all cautioned against
any rush to impeachment without significant Republican
support.
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